	Minutes of the BMFA South East Area September 2026 GM
 

The GM commenced at 19:30 on the 2nd September 2026

Present;

	Name
	Area Role
	Delegate for Club 

	Stuart Willis
	Chairman
	

	Robert Richardson
	Vice Chairman
	Horam MFC 

	Stephen Hills
	Treasurer

	

	Bob Hart
	ASC
	Hastings MFC

	Rob Stanley
	Web Master

	

	Alex Cameron
	Free Flight Competition Secretary
	

	Ian Watts
	Area Delegate

	

	James Gordon
	Member

	Caterham & District MFC

	Paul Holmes
	Member
	Gravesend MFC

	Mike Sun 
	A.C.E.
	

	Alex Blackwell

	Member
	Leatherhead MFC

	Andrew  Higgitt

	Member
	CRANLEIGH & DUNSFOLD MODEL FLYING CLUB

	Terry Knight
	Member
	Crawley & District MFC

	Jonathon Stubbs
	Member

	Concorde MFC




Apologies from;

	Name
	Area Role
	Delegate for Club

	Chris Searle
	Secretary
	

	Tony Crawford
	Member
	

	Emma Chase
	Member
	

	Don Coe
	Member
	





Voting strength;

It was confirmed that a voting quorum existed.

Minutes of the previous GM;

The minutes were confirmed as an accurate record.

Matters arising from the previous meeting;

1) Rob Stanley has managed to add Ian Watts as  Area Delegate to the Area web site without assistance.
2) Stuart will put the failsafe information in the next Area update.
3) Rob Stanley has agreed with ESSA that SSA do not have to contribute to the cost of the Long Man site subject to agreement of the SSA committee.



Officers’ reports;

Chairman;

I have been dealing with a number of things over the last few months.
A couple of clubs in the area were contacted by a Mr M Brickell informing that  “that the flying of model planes and gliders is prohibited anywhere on Itford Hill and the surrounding land known as Muggery Pope” Apparently this is not the first time. Itford Hill is “Open Access land” and after some researching on the Government and Natural England websites I was unable to find anything related to Model Flying being prohibited. I Emailed Mr Bricknell with the information I had acquired, asking him to explain why he thought flying on Itford Hill was prohibited. I did not receive a reply so sent him another Email asking to confirm he had received my Email which he said he had and will reply soon. Well as of today I still hadn’t received a reply. I did get an Email from a BMFA member who knows Mr Brickell, after my item in the Area Update. Saying it’s unlikely I’d hear any thing back from him. I also looked in to who owns the land with the aid of one of the ERFC members, according to a search on the GOV.UK “Search for land and property information” the land is owned by Jonathan Moreton Gage of Trinity House, School Hill, Lewes.
So I thing Mr Brickell is a Tennant not the land owner. I don't plan to progress this any further unless I hear back from him.

I have been involved along with Bob Heart and the Head office with an issue with a member at EDMAC which involved an area ACE. The issue appears to be resolved but as the person is an ACE further involvement may be required. The Area elected officers are aware of the situation.

As stated in my last report I hadn’t had the signed Ashdown Licence from Zoe Nichols. After much prodding I did receive it. 22nd June.. The FFTC voted on cancelling events till October because of the issue with fires on heath lands, I informed the conservators Zoe was on Holiday so one of her work colleagues replied and thanked us for our consideration for the forest. This meant that the 2 cancelled events would have to be rescheduled. Alex gave me the new days but we were told that the dates were unacceptable. I replied asking why they were unacceptable and could she let us have dates that were acceptable. She eventually replied saying one was on Armistice Sunday and there was going to be an event on the forest so flying couldn’t take place and we should cancel the 2 events. And they would give us a partial refund on our licence fee. Although I think it is unacceptable that they can not give us suitable dates Alex has agreed to the cancellations and the event scheduled in October would go ahead as planned, I have also asked Zoe to give me a list of dates in 2027 that are not available so competitions can be arranged around these dates. Her initial reply was that she doesn’t have dates yet but we should submit ours as soon as possible so she can approve them before we publish them. I get the impression we are an unwelcome activity and she will do all in her power to make it as difficult as she can.

On a more positive note we had a very successful 3 days at Warden park enrichment week. One of the best we have done I think. We built and flew almost 40 BMFA Darts. Thanks to Rob Stanly, Martin Jones, Norman Carter and Scott Tompkins for their help.

There has been an issue with the Area website. Rob will fill us in later in his report.

The Area Scale Event had to be postponed to the 20th September because of the one windy and Wet day for the past few months. This has now been changed to Saturday the 19th because of a fishing competition.





Vice Chairman;

It was verified that Jonathon Glass is not keen to host the Scale Helicopter meeting. Next year the Area Scale helicopter event may be run at Horsham Club. The Area will also consider supporting the Eynsford Club’s helicopter event.
Secretary;
Nothing to report.
Treasurer;
There is £4300 in the Area bank account. A  grant of £1200.00 had been received  from the BMFA. Stuart requested that the accounts for 2025/26 be available in time for the AGM so they can be submitted with the AGM minutes. Stuart will arrange a  meeting with the Treasurer to discuss next year’s budget.






Achievement Scheme Co-Ordinator;
 The A.C.E. problem discussed at the previous meeting is being dealt with by Dave Phipps.
Bob has been contacted by Daniel Harvey from the “Flying Through Mental Health” club to request a club examiner test, this was forwarded to Mike Sun.
Mike reported that  he has been unable to arrange a date with Daniel Harvey. Daniel has also requested examiner tests for Dan Liegh and Jamie Wallis and was referred back to Bob who as yet has not been contacted. The situation is on hold until contact is established.
Stuart was also contacted by Daniel Harvey and intends to meet him at the Southern Model Show to discuss Area support.
Webmaster;

Report received from Rob Stanley;

Generally, throughout this period I have been getting good input from Area clubs regarding events, so the Area calendar is looking very healthy.  I have been asked to include some National Events in our calendar too (Fun-Fly and Silent Flight) which I’m happy to add.

On 14th Aug the entire BMFA Web was down for 12 days. All Area and Club sites hosted by the BMFA were out. 
The main BMFA website was recovered very quickly but the Areas and Clubs took many days to recover. The SE Area site was out for 12 days and was restored on 26th Aug but it was 5 years out of date, therefore making it completely useless.
Andy Symonds told us that he only had a backup from 2021 to restore our site, but luckily our site is backed up weekly on a Sunday therefore we had a site backup from 11th Aug (3 days before they all went down).  When this was restored I was able to verify that everything was up to date and working as it should.

During this time there were no communications from the BMFA (Andy Symonds) and nothing was put on their Facebook page to keep Areas/ Clubs informed of progress.
Stuart and I sent Andy numerous emails and Andy replied to a few of them, but they all said he was working on the issue (which meant nothing).
We believe that there are serious questions about the level of service given to the BMFA by Ionos  (the web hosting company), regarding backups and resilience. We have not been given any information about why this happened and what is being done to avoid it in future.
Andy has emailed Stuart to say that he will look into the resilience and backup processes for the Area and Club sites, but we are not sure what solution he will come up with. Stuart has written to Andy Symonds and offered to help with any changes to the systems for future resilience.

This is not the first time this has happened.



Free Flight Competition Secretary;
Report received from Alex Cameron;
The heat waves caused the Free Flight Tech Committee (FFTC) to cancel two Area meetings, 26th July & 17th August due to the risk of fire. 
The FFTC then decided to reschedule the Area meeting on the 4th October to hold the Nationals. They also rescheduled the two cancelled meeting to November.
The Ashdown Conservators objected to adding and moving the dates to allow the contests on Ashdown Forest.
The Conservators did offer to refund money for the cancelled meetings.
As there remains the 4th October date on the Licence I hope to make use of the day as a “Gala” or fun fly.



AGM
The following committee posts are due for re-election this year; Chairman, Vice Chairman and Secretary. Stuart and Robert agreed to stand for re-election. Chris will confirm at a future date.
SE Area events;

Southern Model Show

On 5/6th September, SMS contacted the Area requesting some trial flights on Saturday in a 45 minute slot. This can be offered with 4 x sets of equipment available. The  BMFA Gazebo will be put up. Robert and Bob will assist on Saturday and Rob and Tony Crawford on Sunday.

Inter club Fun Fly 

On 13th September at the Croydon club field, Croydon vs Caterham.

Hastings Scale Day

On 19th September.

Fun Fly

On 27th September at ERFC new field, open to all.

2027 Indoor 

On 21st February 2027. Will be paid for in December, actual cost TBC. Entrance charges to remain the same.


A.O.B

None

DONM;

AGM Wednesday 4th November @ 19:30, followed by GM

The meeting closed at  20:34



































