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I'd like to 
start with a 

timely reminder on prop 
safety/procedures. I was 

checking out my Yak 54 
after the engine (OS93) 

stopped recently causing 
an unscheduled landing in 

the outfield due to the fact 
it glides like a brick, tak-
ing the undercarriage off. 

I had the model physically 
restrained with a strap 

round the tail section, as I 
always do. I don’t use an 

electric starter on my big-
ger engines, I flick them 

over and use a rubber fin-
ger stool to protect my 

fingers. The engine did not 
want to start and would 

splutter then stop. On one 
of these attempts I 

brought my left hand, 
which was holding the 
front of the model, behind 

the prop. I went to bring 
my hand around the front 

of the prop but, instead of 
around, I managed to 

bring it through the arc of 
the prop putting a gash in 

my middle finger, break-
ing the nail and bruising 

my thumb. Luckily the en-
gine was in the process of 

stopping otherwise it could 

have been worse. A week on 
and the gash is starting to 

heal and the bruising on the 
thumb is almost gone but, it 

was a reminder to “Think” 
when starting engines.   

 
The after school aero club I 

help run has gone from the 
6 students we had last year 
to over 15 this year. We 

were discussing different 
types of craft that are flown 

when one student spoke up 
and said that drones are 

dangerous. Why I asked. 
Because it’s in the news, he 

replied. I placed my phone 
on the table and said if that 

was a loaded and cocked 
gun, how dangerous would it 

be. This confused some stu-
dents, who asked what I 

meant. Is the gun going to 
kill anyone in the room. No, 
came the reply, it has to be 

fired by someone. So, it’s 
the person who is danger-

ous, not the gun. Just like 
drones I said. Drones or 

Multi Rotor craft as we like 
to call them are not danger-

ous, it’s the idiots who fly 
them who are dangerous. 

I’m not sure they all got 
what I meant but, it made 

them all think. 
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I have finally visited the 

BMFA National Centre at 
Buckminster. The flying area 

and strips are impressive to 
say the least. The refur-

bished buildings and offices 
are also impressive, and an 

excellent show-piece for the 
Society. Sadly, I did not take 
a model to fly but will make 

every effort to next time. 
The Centre has already got 

over 40 bookings for events 
in 2018. I know it is a long 

way to go for a fly but, if 
you’re in the area, day flying 

tickets are available. I would 
like to remind members as 

agreed at the EGM at the 
start of the project that 

there will be no increase in 
members subscriptions to 

subsidise the Centre. It has 
to be fully self-funding from 
income from events, etc. 

I have heard rumours of dis-
gruntled members who think 

the membership subscrip-
tions go to pay for the Cen-

tre; THIS IS NOT THE CASE. 
 

In May 2018 new legislation 
comes into effect controlling 

the handling and storage of 
personal data GDPR 

(General Data Protection 
Regulations); these are ad-

ditional regulations to the 
current Data Protection Act. 

The regulations deal with the 
way data is stored and proc-
essed. I attended a Sports 

and Recreation Alliance 
seminar on the subject as 

part of my BMFA computer 
committee duties.    

It seems, as with all legisla-
tion, that it is not 100% 

clear as to what or who it 
relates to but, as the BMFA 

holds personal 
data, then we 

need to be compli-
ant with these new 

regulations. We 
have yet to fully 

clarify how GDPR 
relates to individ-

ual BMFA Clubs 
and their commit-
tees, as they col-

lect the data that 
the BMFA proc-

esses in the way of 
new and current 

BMFA members 
details, and also the data 

each club holds on its 
own membership. The 

BMFA will be providing 
Rules/Guidelines on the 

subject just as soon as 
we have it. 

 
The Area has a new web-
site http://

southeast.bmfa.org/ that 
is hosted by the BMFA. 

This will be used in con-
junction with the Face-

book pages to keep 
members up-to-date with 

goings on in the area. 
There is a calendar of 

events on the site if you 
wish to publicise your 

events then let me have 
the details.    

  
Congratulations goes out 

to members of the Craw-
ley Club on winning The 
Farrow’s Bank Shield II 

for the BMFA Team Rub-
ber contest flown at the 

7th Area Meeting this 
year. The shield was first 

presented back in 1927     
 

It has been nice to see 
more clubs being repre-

sented at the Area’s 

meetings and the AGM 
this year 

Thank you for attending.  
   

This just leaves me space 
to wish all the area clubs 

and members a very 
Happy Christmas and a 
prosperous New Year. 

May the winds be light in 
2018. 

 
 

Stuart Willis 
South East Area Chair-

man.     
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When Maidstone Model Flying Club member and engineer Jonathan Edwards saw a reference to a 

Hawker Typhoon restoration project on Facebook, he just had to get involved. Little did he know 

it would take over his life.  What follows is  a digest of the talk he gave at one of our Club 

Nights.  

 

“Whenever you think about British planes from the 

Second World War one might think of the Spitfire, 

Hurricane, Lancaster or Mosquito.  The Typhoon is 

somewhat a forgotten entity, to that end only one 

static example still exists today.  It is widely and 

unfairly portrait as a bit of a lame duck in the 

shadow of other planes from the war, rushed into 

service with an untried engine designed for a role it 

couldn’t deliver.” 

  

“But it was as a heavily armed ground attack air-

craft that the Typhoon found its true calling strafing German amour with cannon and rockets in 

the chaotic days after D-Day.”  

“Personally, I have always been a fan of the Typhoon since I became fascinated with warbirds at 

a very young age – it’s possibly my all-time favourite plane.  As a model plane flier the Typhoon 

was always on my wish list, but I never thought for one minute I would be helping to restore a 

real one.” 

 

“Our Typhoon, RB396, was one of these shot down by flak near Denekamp on the Dutch-

German border. Luckily the pilot, Flt/Lt Chris House made a successful crash landing and evaded 

capture and made it back to the UK.” 

   

“After the war, RB was cut up and the fuselage section was eventually rescued from a chemical 

factory and put into a museum.” “The fuselage changed hands many times and eventually found 

its way to our project in 2013 when someone in the Netherlands got wind of what was going on 

in the UK - the aim, to restore a Typhoon to flying condition.” 

 

“I found the restoration project on Facebook in the middle of last year. RB396 is a complete re-

build of an aircraft based on our fuselage section.  Our aim is to restore the plane to help re-

member the extremely brave pilots and crews who undoubtedly saved thousands of lives and 

helped shorten the war.” 

“Being an engineer / draughtsman I asked 

if I could be of any help in working on the 

drawings. Luckily, we have a few thousand 

digital scans of the original drawings, but 

no-body knows exactly what we have, and 

what we need, so my job at the moment is 

to work through this – sorting the drawings 

into order and making sense of the assem-

blies. I am also creating 3D CAD [computer 

aided design] models of parts, and techni-

cal drawings to fill in the gaps by reverse 

engineering elements for future manufac-

ture.”   

“My main focus at present is tail plane assembly.  We started here because we had the majority 

of the drawings, plus being a completely detachable item we can learn about how to manufac-
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ture parts and make all the teething mistakes, without compromising something large and ex-

pensive. I’m using computer aided design to create virtual parts for various reasons: 

 

 I can virtually test fit them and check for 

errors before costly manufacture 

 I can use them to design accurate assembly 

jigs 

 The 3D models can be used to generate 

missing drawings for 3rd parties to use.” 
 

“CAD has already been invaluable to us. However, 

whilst building the tail, I quickly noticed we were 

missing one key part in particular, the part that 

joins the tail to the fuselage!   I could have designed the parts from photos and interpolating 

data from other components they are bolted on to, but we wanted no room for error and de-

sired to recreate the parts to the highest levels of detail we could achieve.”  

“Also, the CAA will want to see some sort of traceability for this part, copying an existing one 

will ease that process.” 

“We knew of two Typhoons that crashed in Scotland during the war, and the strong possibility 

that either or both could lead us to identifying the parts we needed.  Soon after getting the 

MoDs permission to recover them, we set off in early April this year to do so.  It’s important to 

highlight that all the recoveries we have made are legal, and have the full permission and regu-

lation of the MoD and the land owners.” 

 

“Our first recovery was Typhoon JR439, near Dumfries.” 

“At the controls on 18th March 1944 was [22 year old] Pilot Officer Kenneth Mitchell, RCAF. The 

flight was transferring to Scotland to carry out training for the up and coming D-Day offensive.  

For reasons un-known, Pilot Officer Mitchell lost control, crashed into the hillside and was 

killed.” 

“Most of his aircraft was either recovered or is still buried deep at the crash site.  What is left is 
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 surface debris, but crucially we found both the tail and main wing fuselage joiners, which are 

unique parts.” 

“The next day we ventured north to the crash site of 

MN532 just south of Glasgow. P/O Robert Samuel Bellis 

crashed here on 27th March 1945, again Royal Canadian 

Air force, and again whilst on a training exercise.  It’s pos-

sible his aircraft was flying in formation at very low level 

and collided with the hillside – sadly he was also killed in 

the accident and is buried in Harrogate Cemetery.  He was 

only 20 years old.” 

“What was important to recover here, was a full set of 

main wing spar joiners to the fuselage which are currently being removed from their parent 

parts. The land owner and his son were very enthusiastic and keen to help us and after the trek 

we had with these huge lumps of metal we couldn’t have done it without them. We’re currently 

in the process of carefully disassembling and preserving the parts we need to restore RB396.”   

“Many people have said it cannot be done, or it’s too difficult – and at times it has appeared 

that way.  Air Chief Marshal Sir Harry Broadhurst famously remarked - ‘I suppose that flying 

one of these aircraft was the most dangerous task the Air Force has ever asked anybody to do'. 

Typhoon pilots were a breed of their own, they flew an un-proven aircraft into battle against a 

formidable enemy in the sky and on the ground - and dealt them a hammer blow. We would be 

doing them a dis-service if we gave anything less than our best effort.”   Well said, Jonathan. 

The club wishes you well in your endeavor.  

Chris Lent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More information about the restoration of RB 396 can be found at — http://

hawkertyphoon.com/ The restoration is being carried out in Uckfield in East Sussex and open 

days are being arranged. The website will provide details. Next open day 3rd December. 

(Editor’s note: The Typhoon is a special favorite of mine. I have been building, on and off, a 

Brian Taylor Typhoon 1B. Most of the structure is complete but lots of detail to do. This has en-

couraged me to keep going) 
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Neville E. ‘Jim’ Walker (1905-1958) the father of modern control line flying  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The summer of 1940 saw a seismic change in model flying when a designer called Neville 

‘Jim’ Walker [above, far right] stepped onto the flight line of the National Model Airplane 

meet in Chicago.  Surrounded by free flight models, Jim unveiled something new: a sleek 

low wing monoplane called the ‘Fireball’ equipped with his own ‘U-Control’ flight system. 

Spectators and contestants alike were stunned by what followed: a fantastic high speed 

aerobatic display of a model flying on long lines in a big circle. It was the first demonstration 

of modern control line flight. Jim performed 27 consecutive loops. (ed’s note—that would 

have wound up the lines good and proper) The world of model flying would never be the 

same.  

Born in Portland, Oregon, Jim was into 

model making from an early age. By 

1935 he had set up the American Junior 

Aircraft Company with his brother Bill 

and wife Dora. AJ produced an array of 

free flight models. But Jim wanted preci-

sion control – and more manoeuvrabil-

ity. His solution: to link rudder, elevator 

– and crucially – throttle control to three 

separate lines that the pilot could 

lengthen or shorten via a handle [see 

patent document, left]. Jim had got the 

idea when demonstrating rubber power 

models in department stores. Free flight 

was a no-no, so he rigged up a single 

line giving lateral control and longitudi-

nal stability.  

 

By September 1940 AJ was advertising the Fireball, and kits begin to fly off the shelf. The 

Fireball’s construction was itself – for the time – revolutionary: it was made from balsa, a 

relatively new material.  It featured a pre-carved and shaped oval profile fuselage; and pre-

Did you KnowDid you KnowDid you Know———Amazing facts from the world of RC   
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assembled wings.  The kit came complete 

with an Ohlsson .23 engine and C/L array. 

The ads proclaimed the model could be as-

sembled in 6 hours. Jim had not only 

brought Control Line to a wider market; he’d 

invented ARTF too.   

 

Demand was so great that AJ acquired a 

router that could carve eight fuselages in 16 

minutes. Two 2-ton trucks were needed each 

day just to take away the balsa scrap. In to-

tal American Junior produced a staggering 

232 million kits based on the Fireball and its   

C/L derivatives. Jim’s career was sadly cut 

short by his untimely death at age of 53. But 

we feel his influence on model flying even 

today.  

This item was also supplied by Chris Lent of 

the Maidstome Model Flying Club, thank you 

again. There will be another item from Chris 

in the next issue, it’s about Shuttleworth. 
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The modern radio control transmitter is a fantastic piece of kit. The expensive ones have 

every imaginable parameter programmable with endless mixers and flight phase options. 

Even the humble so called “basic” set has many programmable options from mid point ad-

justment, servo throw/end point adjustment, dual rates, exponential, etc. 

 

This can make setting up your model easier but it can make you lazy as you can just hook 

everything up, fiddle with the programme and fly, but there are hidden dangers here. 

My first Skyleader set did not even have a servo reverse so you had to plan the control 

linkages carefully to ensure the control surfaces travelled in the correct direction. They did 

produce servos that were “reverse” direction to cover these circumstances but you always 

seemed to need one that went the other way to those you had - so  much for the good old 

days! 

 

One pre-requisite of a predictable model is a consistent neutral position of the control sur-

faces, so if returning the elevator to neutral from up has a different neutral to returning 

from down the model never seems trimmed in pitch. Now this can be caused by cheap ser-

vos with poor cantering accuracy but even the cheapest now seem to have consistent neu-

trals. Worn out servos can also be sloppy around neutral or the linkages can have play due 

to wear or friction caused by bad installation. 

 

To get good neutral resolution and utilise the full torque of the servo the full servo travel 

should be used, that is usually around 35—45 degrees each side of centre. This should be 

done with the throw set at 100% on the Tx and the control throws mechanically adjusted to 

provide the maximum throw by careful selection of the holes to be used on the servo horn 

and control horn. If you always leave the rates on, re adjust the linkage. 

   

Get the pushrods to be at 90 degrees to the servo arm at neutral so you equalise linear 

movement either side of centre. There is an exception to this when you are using differen-

tial for example on the throttle or ailerons. Off set the servo arm mechanically as your 

starting point so you still use 100% of travel of the servo. 

 

Using the full travel of servos will preserve their accuracy and make them longer lasting. 

Once you have got the mechanical settings sorted out you can use the programmable func-

tions to “fine tune” the throws and centre points you need. 

 

If you don’t do this basic setting up you can get some strange effects which will be difficult 

to track down and make subsequent system programming more difficult. 

 

Another good/bad point of modern systems is electronic trim. It is easy just to use the trim 

controls on the Tx to get the model flying correctly and leave it at that. Much better to re-

turn the trim to centre and adjust the pushrods. This is very important if your Tx is used for 

more than one model and does not have electronic trims. It is easy to displace a mechani-

cal trim which will affect the in-flight trim when you change to another model. 

Norman Carter 

PS A returning (after 20 years or so) flyer asked me to test fly his vintage Gangster. While 

checking all the usual items one of the questions I asked was what expo was set? He said 

with his old Tx he was lucky to have “rates”, expo was dialled in by hand on the sticks……….     

It flew well with the ohh so long glide on approach, something mine did all those years ago. 

MODERN TRANSMITTERS – FANTASTIC OR FALLIBLE? 
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2018 Calendar 

 

Up to date information available at: http://southeast.bmfa.org/calendar  

Area Chief Examiners 

NAME E-MAIL PHONE DISCIPLINES 

Mike Sun 

(Cheam) 

msun@bluyonaer.co.uk 02086430417 FW SF 

Kevin Beale 

(Lower Beeding) 

kevinbeal57@gmail.com  01403891118 SF 

Garry Bunclarke 

(Whitstable) 

garrybunclarke@isgpcl.com 01227794098 FW 

Mick Galvin 

(Horsham) 

e-mail9zb700d@yahoo.co.uk 01403242871 FW 

Dave Knott 

(Worthing) 

dave.knottd@btinternet.com  01903501462 FW HELI 

Colin McGinn 

(Herne Bay) 

colin.mcginn@hotmail.com 01622850995 HELI 

Rob Creasey 

(Bexhill on Sea) 
thecreaseys@gmail.com 01424 733067  FW HELI 

Derek Henzell 

(Staines) 

derekhenzell@btinternet.com 07831510674 HELI 

Your BMFA subs will be due by the 31st December. There was a £1 increase for Seniors this 

year, part of this was to cover the increase in insurance Tax that the Government has im-

posed (Born free, Taxed to death) there was no increase for junior members. 

 

2018 subs are: Senior £34, Junior £17, Family Senior £34, Family Partner £23, Family Junior 

£13. 

 

Remember none of your subs go to running the National Centre, they go to pay the insurance 

premium, supporting international Competitors and running of BMFA this include all the work 

that has been done to protect us from the proposed regulations that would have grounded 

most of us from flying. The BMFA is more than an insurance Broker. 

 

Stuart Willis 

South East Council Delegate. 

BMFA 2018 Subscription 

http://southeast.bmfa.org/calendar
mailto:kevinbeal57@gmail.com
mailto:dave.knottd@btinternet.com
mailto:thecreaseys@gmail.com


Whos who in S E Area……... 

Chairman: Stuart Willis, 1 Midgeley Road, Northgate, Crawley RH10 8EE. Tel 01293 

402733. Email: stuart.willis@virgin.net 

Vice Chairman: Robert Richardson, 43 Rocks Park Road, Uckfield, TN22 2AS. Tel 

01825 762372. Mob. 07850843917, Email: rob.richardson@talktalk.net 

Treasurer: Jim Tucker, Rathkirby, London Road, Crowborough, TN6 2TX. Tel 01892 

661203. Email: jim@corrosionprotectionsystems.co.uk 

Secretary: Chris Searle, 19 Austen Close, East Grinstead, W Sussex, RH19 1RZ. Tel 01342 325535. Email: 

chris.searl@hotmail.com 

Council Delegate: Stuart Willis, 1 Midgeley Road, Northgate, Crawley RH10 8EE. Tel 

01293 402733. Email: stuart.willis@virgin.net 

Newsletter Editor: Norman Carter, Mertony Furzefield Road, East Grinstead, W Sussex, RH19 2JN . Tel 

01342 327077. Email: norman.carter@btconnect.com 

Education Co-ordinator: Taj Manning, 16 Savill Road, Lindfield, Sussex, RH16 2NX. 

Tel 07734 986168 . Email: taj.bpthome@btinternet.com 

Achievement Scheme Co-ordinator: Bob Hart, 2 Sunnymount, Station Road, Rotherfield, 

East Sussex. TN6 3HJ. Tel 01892 852137. Email: robindhart@btinternet.com 

Flying Discipline Secretary: Mike Richardson, 64 Grange Close, Horam, 

Heathfield, East Sussex, TN21 0EF. Tel 01435 812854. Email: mike.horam@uwclub.net 

Webmaster: Stuart Willis, 1 Midgeley Road, Northgate, Crawley RH10 8EE. Tel 01293 

402733. Email: stuart.willis@virgin.net 

SE Area does have a facebook 

page which is useful for circulat-

ing information - don’t worry you 

don’t have to sign up to Face-

book and we won’t ask to be 

your friend (or even like us!!). 

Contacts 

S E Area website 

www.sebmfa.org.uk Editor 

Norman Carter 

Mertony Furzefield Road 

East Grinstead 

W Sussex RH19 2JN 

norman.carter@btconnect.com 

S  E  Ar e a  N ew s le t t e r  

https://www.facebook.com/BMFA.South.East.Area? 

Disclaimer - The ideas expressed by authors are their per-

sonal viewpoint and not necessarily those of the BMFA 

https://www.facebook.com/BMFA.South.East.Area?ref=aymt_homepage_panel


Minutes of Ordinary General meeting 6th November 2017 
 

Present: 

 

Stuart Willis  Chairman 

Robert Richardson Vice Chairman 

Chris Searle  Secretary 

Jim Tucker  Treasurer 

Bob Hart   A S co-ordinator 

Richard Pidduck Member 

David Lambert  Member 

Terry Knight  Member 

John Phillips  Member 

Peter Royal  Member 

David Stiff  Member 

Roger Marples  Member 

Paul Holmes  Member 

John Collins  Member 

James Gordon  Member 

 

Apologies: 

 

Mike Richardson Flying Discipline Secretary 

Taj Manning  Education co-ordinator 

 

2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING  

 

Read and approved by Members. 

 

3. MATTERS ARISING. 

 

To be discussed under specific topics. 

 

 

4. OFFICERS REPORTS 

 

  Chairman and Council Delegate:  Chris Moyniham the BMFA Chair-

man has resigned with immediate effect due to health issues Ian Pallister the 

vice Chairman has stepped in to take on the duties of chairman until a new 

chairman can be co-opted. He has indicated he is willing to be co-opted until 

the next election this is to be included in the January council meeting agenda.  

 

I attended the September Full council meeting. 

The Morning was spent going over the account for the year ending March 2017 and 

the proposed budgets for the next financial year that are to be put forward at 

the AGM this 18th November. This includes the proposal for a £1 increase for 

the membership subscriptions. All clubs should have had the accounts for 2017.  

Nomination for awards were discussed resented were resented these can be found 

in the full council minuets. 

Dave Phipps has been elected as the president of EMFU (European Model Flying 

Union) the EMFU consists of 11 nations and represents 500,000 molders in the 

ongoing EASA negations.  



The new BMFA handbook will be sent out with the next BMFA Newsletter. 

The National Center is being used on a regular bases most weekends there are 

events taking place. A local model car-racing club has booked the indoor area 

every Tuesday evening over the winter. Other organizations have been in contact 

inquiring about using the facilities. 

The Nats went off well this year. The CAA paid the event a visit and was im-

pressed with the way the event was run adding to the BMFA's ongoing excellent 

relationship with the CAA. One small issue was staining on the runway from the 

control line areas. The clean up squad on the Monday spent a long time removing 

the stains before the site was given back to return to full operations. 

Although not confirmed by any way the BMFA will be in negations with the MOD to 

run the Nats at Barkston heath in 2018.  

I will be attending the BMFA AGM on the Saturday the 18th November. I will also 

be attending a one day seminar on GDPR on behalf of the BMFA in a bit to under-

stand what the BMFA and its clubs need to do to comply with the new regulations 

that come into affect May 2018. Once we have this information then the BMFA 

will be issuing guidelines to all clubs.  

Clubs should be advised to check the location of buildings that have Solar Pan-

els on them in the area of their Flying Sites as there has been issues with 

them being damaged when models have crashed onto them.  

The new Area website is now up and running although there is still work to be 

done on it. The old one currently points to the new one at http://

southeast.bmfa.org/ and will be closed down once the contract with the web 

hosting company ends in December.  The Facebook page posts are getting out to a 

large number of people. Over 1,900 people saw the item about the AGM/OGM. The 

largest so far was 2,300, which was the item about Indoor flying at Beacon 

School Sports Hall. 

 

The Area has been asked if the can help with providing some BMFA 

Darts by Ashford Radio Aeromodellers who been invited by a local 

Guiding group to do some presentations on model flying. The Area 

has a stock of Darts that were purchased last year so I sent off 

12 kits for them to use. The after school model club I help to run 

at Warden Park academy has restarted after the school summer holi-

days and has gone from the 8 students we had last year to 15 most 

of them new to the club.         

 

 

    Vice Chairman: Nothing to Report. 

 

    Secretary: Nothing to Report.  

 

    Treasurer: Nothing to Report. 

 

    Achievement Scheme Co-ordinator: Nothing to Report. 

 

Ed. Co-Ord:  Nothing to Report.  

 

 Flying Discipline Secretary: Nothing to Report.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://southeast.bmfa.org/
http://southeast.bmfa.org/


5. Review of Area events in 2017. 

 

    The Cloud Tramp took place on Epsom Downs and was very well 

attended with 29 pilots taking part.  

 

    The Epsom Electric Fly-in was considered a success with visit-

ing pilots from around the Area.  

 

The Epsom Scale Fly was rescheduled to 1
st
 October due to lack of 

interest however the weather proved unsuitable on that date and 

the rescheduled event was cancelled. 

 

The Scale day Hastings was considered very successful and would be 

run again with permission of the host club.  

 

The Area knows little about the Towner Trophy event as none of 

those involved attends Area meetings.  

 

The Free Flight competions are self contained and run by those in-

volved. 

 

6. PROPOSED EVENTS   

 

This year the hall for the K2 meeting will have to be paid 

for in advance it is expected that it will cost around £1000 and 

in addition there are Trophies to be purchased. Stuart Willis will 

be working with Terry Knight in making arrangements and advertis-

ing the event. Terry requested that the Area provide people to 

take money on the door to ensure receipts are maximized. 

Roger Marples offered liaise with the host club with regard to 

running an EFI and SFI in 2018. It was noted that efforts must be 

made to ensure the dates do not clash with other events. 

The Cloud Tramp will be held on the 4
th
 August 2018. 

 

 

7. ASHDOWN FOREST AND THE LONG MAN FUNDING.  

 

There was an extensive discussion on the subject. The treasurer 

again pointed out that we spend nearly 50% of our funding on these 

two sites. The members of ESSA and the Free Flight competions fly-

ers have contributed but there are others, possibly from outside 

the Area that do not. As they are open sites it is not possible to 

enforce any form of control over that use them. The only solution 

appears to be some extra funding from Head Office to offset the 

financial impact on the Area. Stuart Willis advised the area could sub-

mit a proposal to the full council to request more funding. He will obtain 

the proposal form. 

 

8. BMFA AGM. 

 



The AGM will be held on 18
th
 November. It will be proposed 

that the annual subscription is increased by £1.00. The position 

of PRO will be discontinued. 

 

9. A.O.B. 

 

The Treasurer stated that we have no overdraft facility and 

it is possible that the payment for the K2 meeting would not leave 

sufficient funds to cover the Ashdown Forest and Long Man costs. 

He undertook to provide a detailed forecast to the Area so that a 

decision can be made if that is the case. 

Paul Holmes (Gravesend A.C) offered the use of their field 

again if another Examiners workshop is run in 2018. 

Dave Lambert (Epsom D.M.A.C) reported that a drone had been 

seen over flying the road and car park at Epsom Downs without any 

operator being visible. 

 

10. NEXT MEETING 10
th
 JANUARY 2018 

 

—oo00oo— 

 

Minutes of Annual General meeting 6th November 2017 
 

Present: 

 

Stuart Willis  Chairman 

Robert Richardson Vice Chairman 

Chris Searle  Secretary 

Jim Tucker  treasurer 

Bob Hart   A S co-ordinator 

Richard Pidduck Member 

David Lambert  Member 

Terry Knight  Member 

John Phillips  Member 

Peter Royal  Member 

David Stiff  Member 

Roger Marples  Member 

Paul Holmes  Member 

John Collins  Member 

James Gordon  Member 

 

 Apologies: 

 

Mike Richardson Flying Discipline Secretary 

Taj Manning  Education co-ordinator 

 

2 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING  

 

 Read and approved by Members, Proposed by Bob Hart and sec-

onded by Jim Tucker. 

  



3 MATTERS ARISING:    

 

NONE 

 

4 OFFICERS REPORTS: 

 

 Chairman and Council Delegate: The year for the Area did 

not start well. Crawley Model Club runs the South East Area Indoor 

Competition at the K2 Leisure Centre and has done for the past 42 

years. The event is always well run and well attended, but this 

year a large loss was made on the event due to the increase in the 

cost of hiring the hall and a small drop in the number of competi-

tors. The increasing hire cost was due to the Leisure Centre 

tightening up on their rules for the time periods and full-day 

hiring, which basically meant we had to hire the hall for 12 hours 

instead of the 8 we normally have. We will be running the event in 

2018 but will have to reduce the amount of the hall space we will 

be using to see if it makes the event financially viable and if 

the reduced flying area is acceptable to the competitors. 

        

The Area has run a number of events this year; a Scale Fly-In, an 

All-Electric Fly-In and a Scale competition, but the number of at-

tendees has not been good. The first Scale Fly-In at the Epsom Ra-

dio Flying Club field near Gatwick was cancelled as there were no 

registrations at all, but we hope to re-run it later in the year. 

In June, we ran an Examiners Workshop. We had 32 replies to the 

invites that were sent out to the 100+ examiners in the area, 16 

responded saying they were unable to attend, 16 booked places at 

the workshop, but on the day only 7 turned up. The Area has now 

run 3 workshops and it appears that the same few people have at-

tended all 3. We are still not getting to the examiners we feel 

need to attend the workshops.   

A number of clubs in the area have embraced quad flyers and we 

have had a number of requests for Multi-Rotor “A” and BPC achieve-

ment scheme tests. This is a pleasing trend and I hope more will 

be taken this year. 

Area Committee Meetings are still very small with the same handful 

of regular attendees despite efforts to get more attendees. The 

Area Newsletter and Facebook pages appear to be getting out to a 

much wider audience, which is very pleasing. I think this is 

partly due to people wanting to be kept up-to-date with the goings 

on with the EASA proposals for which we use Email, Newsletter and 

Facebook to do so.    

 

 

 Vice Chairman:  - Nothing to Report 

 

Treasurer:  The Area has a balance of £2200 in the bank. 

Major expenses were Licenses for Ashdown Forest (£436) and 

the Long Man (£500). ESSA had contributed £180 towards the 

Long Man site and the free flight competition flyers had con-



tributed £52 towards the Ashdown Forest licence. 

   

Secretary:    The Area records have been updated and cor-

rected and brought in to line with those held at Head Office. 

The meeting room has been booked in advance for 2018. 

 

A.S. Co-Ord: A quiet year for testing. There is one out-

standing issue with a Club examiner who was not ratified by his 

club. Emails were sent to all 8 ACEs regarding ratification but 

only 3 replies were received. The meeting voted unanimously to 

ratify all the current ACEs. However Bob Hart will write to one 

ACE who has been inactive to ascertain his willingness and ability 

to continue in this role. There are 2 FW, 1 FW&SF, 2 FW&H, 1 SF 

and 2 H Chief Examiners.  

 

 Education Co-Ord: I visited two local schools prior to 

the end of the last academic year, giving an introductory talk on 

aero modelling to children from 12 -14. An open invitation was 

made for the Students to come (with their parents/guardians over 

the school holidays) and get the opportunity to have a test flight 

on our club trainer. This has proved to be successful with two Fa-

thers and their children joining the club. We have two more on our 

club waiting list for next year. I will, over the next few months 

be casting my net further and offering local clubs in the region 

to partake in a similar venture. 

 Flying Discipline Secretary:  Donations totalling 

£52 collected from those flying in the competitions have been for-

warded to Jim Tucker towards the cost of the Ashdown Licence. Re-

garding next year’s licence on the forest, the BMFA have set the 

following dates for the 8 Area free flight competitions. 18th Feb-

ruary, 4th March, 25th March, 20th May, 24th June, 8th July, 16th 

September & 14th October. Should you wish to discuss the licence 

with the Conservators I would be more than happy to assist in any 

way I can, just let me know.  

 

 

5 RE-ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

 

 The following officers were re-elected unanimously: 

The candidates were proposed by John Philips and sec-

onded by David Stiff. 

 

 Vice Chairman Rob Richardson 

 Secretary  Chris Searle 

 A.S. Co-ord. Bob Hart 

 Ed. Co-ord. Taj Manning 

 Flying Discipline Secretary Mike Richardson 

 

6 RETURNS TO BMFA HEAD OFFICE 

 

The Treasurer stated that last year Head Office had not 

required the accounts until April and that they would be pre-



pared in due course. Also there is not a requirement for the 

accounts to be audited. 

The Secretary would send the Area Returns Form to Head 

Office. 

 

MEETING CLOSED at 8.05pm 


